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Task: IVATF AIR General 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

The air subgroups was most active in progressing the work of the various teams.  

Various teams within the AIR subgroup are preparing draft guidance material intended for incorporation into 

ICAO material. 

A focus was around the work of team 04, producing text for the guidance document ―management of flight 

operations with known or forcast volcanic cloud contamination. This work created communication with 

other teams within the air subgroup as well as with other subgroups. 

Communication with the SCI subgroup continued to get a good view on the relation between visible ash and 

ash concentration levels. Furthermore there were communications with the IAVW subgroup on the 

description of the various eruption phases. 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

Difficulty in defining the relationship between visibility of ash and ash concentrations 

Fundamental US Agency concerns about AIR 04 document and the approach therein 

OEM concerns about guaranteeing safety based on forecast ash levels rather than actuals 

Difficulty in including in AIR 04 document information being worked on by IAVW and ATM subgroups  

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

Coordination between AIR and SCI to arrive at a better understanding of the relation between visibility of 

ash and ash concentration levels 

Coordination between AIR and IAVW on the description of eruption phases in the guidance document for 

operators. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding 

timelines.  

A direct exchange of thoughts between AIR at one side and SCI/IAVW at the other side was performed and 

still continues. Specific arrangements were made to arrive at contributions from the other subgroup to the air 

subgroup.  Direct discussions also being held with OEMs and with US Agencies to try to resolve their 

concerns. 
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Task: IVATF AIR 01 and 02 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

At the last quarterly report it was expected that AIR 01 would have issued a first draft of a report on airplane 

and engine capabilities for flight in volcanic ash. The first draft of this report is expected in a few weeks time. 

This report will include knowledge from aircraft and engine manufacturers on susceptibility on ash 

encounters of aircraft and engines as well as the information gained from the SCI subgroup on a practical 

understanding of the physical relationship between visible ash clouds and ash concentrations in the 

atmosphere. 

 

As part of the work programme, a document was received from the Science subgroup about volcanic 

material for engine testing. The Air subgroup is working on a response to it. 

 

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

No new issues were defined 

 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

The coordination between subgroups Air and SCI continues. The main documents from SCI were delivered 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding 

timelines.  

A close debate between AIR and Science subgroup will continue where needed. 
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Task: identify the task IVATF – AIR 03 and 04 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

The team continued the work to further mature the guidance for management of flight in areas of known or 

forecasted volcanic ash. Comments were received both on the core issue of the document and the supporting 

information to complete the information needed for flight operations. The next version of the document will 

not change the core but be better focussed at the various approaches at a world level. To complete the 

document, next to safety risk management information on procedures in aviation related to volcanic ash are 

introduced into the document. Communication with other subgroups is taking place to respond to the 

comments. 

Two meetings in Europe and the USA were organised to assure a proper response to the comments. 

 

Issues identified 

 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

A comment response document was made to list all issues. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

For further refinement of the guidance for flight operators, all available contacts will continue to be used. 

This concerns contact within IVATF with the SCI and IAVW subgroups. 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding 

timelines. 
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Task: identify the task IVATF - AIR 05 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

The team continued the work to review guidance for pilots. The progress of the work is about 50%. 

 

Issues identified 

 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

Further input from manufacturers is still needed. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding 

timelines. 
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Task: IVATF - AIR 06 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

Regular telephone conferences take place to ensure communication between participants of this team. 

Drafting material for an update of doc 9691 is continuing.  

The introduction of material into doc 9691 related to helicopter operations and reciprocal engines is 

considered to be useful.  

 

Issues identified 

 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

No problems were identified. 

At the moment doc 9691is related to international transport with aircraft with jet engines. It was discussed if 

extension to helicopters and reciprocal engines would be beneficial. 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

The tasks will need input about impact of Volcanic Ash on aerodrome operations that may influence 

continuing airworthiness from the Science sub-group.  

Possible output towards the Airworthiness Panel is no yet determined. 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding 

timelines. 

 



D-6 IVATF/1 

 

 

 

Task: IVATF - AIR 07 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

According to schedule, this team has commenced its work in January 2011. Input from Air 01 is needed to 

understand the susceptibility of aircraft and aircraft engines. 

The work program is focussed at completion of the task by the June 2011.  

Specifically for arriving at a valuable outcome of this task, future work is needed. 

 

Issues identified 

 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

No problems were identified 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

Possible output towards the Airworthiness Panel is no yet determined. 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding 

timelines. 
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Task: IVATF - AIR 08 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

The leadership of this team of Bruce Hunter is replaced by Atholl Buchan (IATA). The co-leader continues 

to be with Roger Dinius (GE)  

To test lines of communication between OEM at one side and operators and authorities at the other side 

information was sent to Volcex. The group is most interested in the outcome of the exercise. 

The various response scenarios were discussed, leading to the limitation of options available for flight 

operators to fly in areas with volcanic ash to only one. At the moment it is debated if this scenario has added 

value. 

 

Issues identified 

 

List all the issue’s (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding 

timelines. 
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